
 
Reinventing Archival Methods  
A two day workshop, Sydney, 29 – 30 November 2012  
Presented by the Australian Society of Archivists and The Recordkeeping Roundtable  

 

Day 1  

9.30 - 9.40  Welcome and introduction from the Chair, Cassie Findlay  

9.40 - 10.15  Revisiting David Bearman  

Dr Kate Cumming will explore David Bearman's landmark publication, Archival 
Methods.  

10.15 - 11.00  Case study: How were Bearman’s ideas implemented in the 1990s?  

David Roberts and Barbara Reed will talk about their experiences in the 
reinvention of archival methods that took place in Australia at this time, David in 
his role as a government recordkeeping regulator and Barbara in the national 
and international standards environment.  

11.00 - 11.15  Morning tea  

11.15 - 12.30  Panel discussion: Do we agree on what the problems are?  

Professor Sue McKemmish, Andrew Waugh, Chris Hurley and Dr Tim Sherratt 
will respond to the morning's discussions and ideas and will discuss the 
challenges posed by current archival methods.  

12.30 - 1.15  Lunch  

1.15 - 2:15  What will the future bring?  

Antony Funnell, science writer and broadcaster from Radio National’s Future 
Tense program will explore a range of ideas about what the future may hold for 
information, its use and management.  

2.15 - 3.00  Group discussion  

Using the day's presentations as a basis, and with groups led by the workshop 
speakers, participants will break up into groups to discuss specific issues. Can we 
collaboratively develop a list of key risks, issues and concerns?  

3.00 – 3.15  Afternoon tea  

3.15 - 3.30  Group reports  

A nominated representative from each group will report back on issues 
discussed and conclusions reached.  

3:30 - 4:00  Reflections on the day and setting the agenda for tomorrow  

As a wrap up to the day, Anne Picot will provide an overview of the day's 
discussions. What key issues emerged? Collaboratively have we achieved 
consensus on these issues or are there still areas of debate? What should our 
agenda for tomorrow be?  



 

Day 2 

9.30 - 9.45  Recap and overview of the day’s events by Chair, Cassie Findlay  

9.45 - 10.45  Observations from the real world: panel discussion exploring the impacts of our 
existing methods  

Barbara Reed, Judith Ellis (via a written submission) and Andrew Waugh will all 
provide perspectives on how recordkeeping occurring in contemporary business 
environments ‘from the coal face’.  

10.45 - 11.00  Morning tea  

11.00 - 12.00  Case studies: How are institutions responding to the need to reinvent archival 
methods?  

In a series of case studies, Dr Richard Lehane from State Records NSW and Julie 
McCormack and Emma Murray from Public Record Office Victoria will report on 
innovative projects that are seeking to change the way archival methods are 
performed.  

12:00 - 1:00  Lunch  

1:00 - 2:00  Case studies: How are institutions responding to the need to reinvent archival 
methods?  

Dr Joanne Evans from Monash University will discuss the findings of her 
research on metadata and will explore the limitations and potential of our 
current approaches. Brendan Somes from the National Archives of Australia will 
also discuss their approaches to reinventing archival methods.  

2:00 - 3:00  Solutions!  

Workshop participants will discuss the issues raised through the workshop and 
explore possible ways forward.  

3:00 - 3:15  Afternoon tea  

3:15 - 4:00  Solutions continued and workshop wrap up  

Cassie Findlay and the workshop participants will finalise their discussions and 
outline suggestions for ways forward and areas for further inquiry.  

4:00 onwards  Post workshop drinks  
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